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- • ,1 # At 3330 May I, I called on Ely to deliver message contained ref tel* 

Knowing bitterness with -which Ely regards Diem, I had thought it might be better 

'• '£• v.r/ \ •" • ' • * 

deliver message to de • Rougeanont^ and not again incite Ely* s anger but de Rougemont 

V. ■ '• ‘ • ’ . ’ %>. • v • . . • • • * , •, ♦ • 

* '/.!*■ is ;• i 1 . . * - ’ .V - ’ * . t ' • ' *'•*.'* ' 1 * , . ‘ / ‘ " - * 

not available* In talMi^VirithiKb-, T found sy worst fears fully- justified* ^Hot ' 

• >'“T ' ' ' ' '■ •• • ■ •, • '• 

giving me opportunity "a^lain Vhy I had asked see him, : he inquired whether I ? had 

•-v>. -v '?*•■■■”' r'. ... ' . . 

seen Pism and what Diem £ad‘said* - I outlined to Ely ifien’s account of the events 


•v: • 


'T/>' 


of April 3b and morning May 1 (Etabtel 1*957 and 1*961) and Diem 1 s apprehension 

<*' V‘ r y-JT" , *’« '* ■ ’ . •• 1 . • ;>. • * ' . * ■ • * », ; 

t ,y . • . t V* } • • . * 


Mgaiding possibility of trouble between French Mid Vietnamese* I said Diem 

particularly "feared ccntinued presence armed Binh Xuyen units in\French security 

v - y,- -Vaif-? 4 ' 

gone breates potentially e^Losive situation* * ? ' 

V - •• • ■ 

■ ' ' ,/*T • • . V ' ' ' . • A v.- * ■ * . . . V 

2* I^poh my mentioning possibility of double between French ahd Vietnamese, 

? .v ,s. ' 4 l ’. . '' ■ . * * . # . ‘ 

?ly ianediately launched upon what can only be described as violent tirade* He 

• 4 •, , *“ ■ * ' - % % > 

■ • *. ' / ‘ v > * '* r r ' • > • 

said it obvious l)iem. had; called me in ‘for express purpose! of warning me against; 
possibility of troiible and I would be naive if I did not realise this meant that . 

. . ’ . .; •* *. • : *..• •'/ .. y\ 0 ‘ w V v .• ■ v 1 v ' ' * •' • . ,- v> * 

Pi«a was planning trouble ' and coveming himself in advance* Painting his finger : 

- ■ / • *’ N .. . 1 . *** • 
t >; 1 . ; ' . N - . 

1 ‘that as representative of tfce 
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only bounirjr which could have any influence <hi Diem I -should . ianediately go to ’ 


Diem and te ll Mm that if any trouble should occur tonight, responsibility would 
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to Wm W toll Win ho wov(Ld he responsible for any tjroublp that might taka place 

I would to all intent© and purposes be calling him a liar. Ely's reply yes, "He 
• • • M's 

ia a liar and yon should tell him exactly that*" I replied I shared both aw and 

plan's apprehension* I said I would see Piem and would, after referring to piem's 

apprehensions, urge Diem take every possible action, including public appeal far 

calm and issuance of orders to his soliders to avoid any action vfatchndght provoke 

i 

incidents* I said, however, I woy ^ not end not tell Diem in_adv ance of 
any incident that such incident was, his full responsibility or that he was lying* 
Ely's only reply was to reiterate his previous statement with great vehemence* 

,3* Ely ag ked to if I realized depths to wh£bh Diem going in spreading lies 
about Frenoh* I told him I was aware of extent of anti -French propaganda but that 
I did not know who was responsible for it but did not believe that Diem himself 
■was* Ely is convinced that, if Diem himself is not responsible, at least someone 
dose to him is* (Comment* this is doubtless true*) He shewed me copy of tract 
issued by "Les nationalistes Militaires de la juste cause nationals," which states 
in part, "French colonialists go hero* French military have been found beside 
THnh Xyyen pirates fighting against Vietnamese National Army* Stop your double 
game which consists of holding hands with Viet M.hh in North and passing yourself 
off offic ially as friends of Vietnamese Nationalists in South* ••Vietnamese Army 
has nothing to fear from those too lost battle of Dien Bien Fbu*.«" 

b* Comment: It is quite understandable that man of such strict honor as 

r 

Ely has become enraged and, in my judgment, has become so personally and emotionally 
involved that the more unrestrained of his comments must be taken with a certain 
reserve* Hie personal sense of insult, added to extremely grave responsibility 
resting on his shoulders, makes dealing with him delicate matter* 

5* Ely became extremely bitter and conmented that he had thought our govern- 
ments were following joint policy* I felt obliged at that juncture to affirm that 
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x m ^dar MMi 1 - * ** ^ 10 *“ 

poUcy. «JM* •* — is ' »^ rt 01 ^ eOTernBent * ***** ° f '' htCb 

bead is Plan but finest point ottmali tmmm «* « «•""■"* - 

_ -u A n „„+ aare. I said, is basic divergence 
continue to support Di<= whereas French do not. Bare, 

rn policy# ay moat realise, I rtM. that in additton to my responsibility tm 
aloaa coeperntien aith French, policy X «Uy approve it and to which I have 
consistently siren * hast a^port, I - also under obligati- to export Piom 
Governnent. I reiterated that I could net do as Sly rented, ay retted 
ln cc* anger that there is mrolo* more than a ^ of incidents ehich ha 
expects Man to innate during coming **». eith dmger not only to Frendr 

but to toarioan. detection of intaraata of free -rid and. the fight against 

Oceanian is at stake. gt fe g2S* OSSSSi. 

Majaa ^ *«*“ »" >s£ . 

viet u,nb ^ iscortantx aa i n ^nlnti tmry . Ctmdtte. and have mfjtea tgj 

^T^aga# ITiatarast free world 1 was under obligation, ha sUd, go 

• .,..1 

beyond any instructions I may baye* " fe 


beyond any instructions I may naye* * p sj 

6. van laatban, who wm with Ely dnring antira interriaw and idaed in 

extra- preeeure on me, than stated, spading rehe»ntly, that aU this bloodahed 

could here bean eroided if «. S. had mken » action to find politics* sdptla. 

in concert with French three or four weeks ago after French d acidad impoestolo work 

w further with Pirn. Ely co-anted that h. had th-ght wa had had idht pedioy 

when Collina left **•*-«» Washington, as ha and Colima ted then agreed 

pien moat go. 1 told Ely and Fan U athcm that I could not accept what appeared^ 

t . - to bs hrtuu m*. ww» »f "***»* for ^ ■ 

altoatio osand that they mast bare nm-mdardoed mb^ or Collins' porttlon^ 
r^ T^iUns hsHacraad with Ely that ritnatim o^anely aartona, thatMj 

.W.H ntf siaBidarr^ our support of Piero 







most be reviewed and alternate solutions tho 


that at end of 



* 

canvassed* I pointed put 



support of Diem had changed as that was not the case* At this point I delivered 


message contained Peptel 4826* Ely so concerned about possibility incidents 
between French and Vietnamese he seemed scarcely take in message* He did however 
c eminent bitterly on influence of people like Senator Mansfield. I do not believe 
Ely has any concept of public opinion in U* 9. as it affects piem problem* I 

V / 

have attempted remedy this failing* 

7* I decided it was time break up interview but before I departed Bly restated 
very enphatically that I must, realize the very grave responsibility nesting on my 
shoulders as representative in Vietnam of U* S* and that if I did not do as he. 


suggest 


.ty for what 


^ be mine * I replied Again that I could not acce pt any s uch stateme nt bfffc ghat 
in our conm&n interest I would see Piem and talk with him along lines I had 
outlined earlier in our talk* 

8* Puring ny conversation with Diem, reported Embtel I did exactly 

what I had cosrdtted myself to Ely to do* I told Piem that, worried by what he had 
said regarding his fears of trouble with French, I had gone directly to Sly and 
that I could assure him, piem, that Ely was taking all possible precautions avoid 
incidents and that I hoped piem was acting similarly* Trouble between French 


>pen during coming night 


And Vietnamese co uld redound only to advantage of Viet Mjnh and would have 




serious* if not tragic, effects in position of not only France and Vietnam, but 
U*S* in Free Vietnam* I suggested that Piem issue solicit orders to all troops 
to take special precautions avoid any actions which might provoke trouble end that 
he might consider issuing , general appeal to people explaining necessity avoid 
incidents* Piem replied that J±/might be worthwhile if he and French could get 






if 


t ogether on some type daclfl^itton. i asked if ho had been ip touoh yith French 
regarding this problem* When he said he had not, I urged h im inks contact with 

French as soon as possible, pointing out that when both sides are apprehensive, 

\ 

friction can occur much m&re easily when there has' been a failure both sides dis- 
cuss their mutual problem and seek joint solution* 

* i 

9* After talk with Diem I requested de Roqgemont to call., as I did not wish 

again become involved in fnuitless polemic with Ely* I told de Rougemcnt what 

had transpired and suggested that if Piem,- already preoccupied by numerous other 

problems, did not get in touch with French that French themselves should take 
/ . 

initiative and that I thought they had responsibility so to do* De Rougemont sa id 

. he would transmit my information and suggestions to Ely* 

10* Following my talk with E ly and before my conversation with Diem, reported 

above, British Ambassador Stephenson and Australian Minister McNicpl called* After 

1 had left Ely, latter had called in Stephenson and had outlined to h i" 1 something 

of his conversation with me* Stephenson and McNicol, fully realising importance 

of problem, wished discuss with me possible approach to Diem* Their suggestions 

were definitely helpful to me in subsequent talk with Diem and both of them agreed 

with me in my suggested approach* Stephenson had already been apprised of contents 

* 

of Deptel to Saigon U826 and I gave McHicol gist of message, as he has been 
consistently extremely helpful throughout current crisis* 

U* I should like add my deep appreciation thoughtfulness and support 
expressed deptel U822* 

KIDDER 


RAKidderteaa 
May 1, 19 & 








